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Poverty is a common feature to all countries of the Balkans. In the last 30-40 years the 
Balkans has witnessed the largest set of population movements in Europe, including labor 
migration to northern Europe in the 1960s and 1970s from Yugoslavia, and displacements as a 
result of conflicts in Croatia, Bosnia Herzegovina and Kosovo in the 1990s. Polls carried 
throughout the Balkans repeatedly show that 50-70% of young people would leave their 
countries at the first opportunity. The reasons are lack of socio-economic perspectives, 
poverty, and unemployment.  

The Balkans and its neighbours 

 
Source: http://stevecotler.com/tales/wp-content/uploads/2008/02/balkan_map.gif 
 
Major economic problems, such as low level of investments, extensive underground 
economies and aid addiction persist and mainly because of these the levels of unemployment 
are high. Institutional weaknesses and the problems of governance are highly visible in the 
region. Most of the governments append low priority to environmental matters. Of course 
poor policies can partially evidenced by budgetary constraints.  
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This short summary deals with Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Former 
Yugoslav Republic (FYR) of Macedonia, Romania and Serbia and Montenegro which is the 
extension of the Western Balkans with Romania and Bulgaria.  
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Map of china showing the location of Inner  Mongolia 
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inner_Mongolia 
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Yield - tons per hectares     Water Usage, annual - Cubic Km 
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Yield - tons per hectares 
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